






the mission of
Jesus

Luke 4



where we’ve been

• Luke’s prelude to Jesus’ ministry in 3:21-4:13 
attests to the fact that He is the Son of God, as 
pronounced by the divine voice at His baptism, 
(3:22); that he is the Davidic Messiah, as traced in 
the genealogy (3:23-38); and that he is the faithful 
Son of God, as demonstrated in his triumph over 
the devil (4:1-13).
• David Garland, Exegetical Commentary on the New 

Testament.



luke 4:14–30

And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to 
Galilee, and a report about him went out through all 
the surrounding country. And he taught in their 
synagogues, being glorified by all.

And he came to Nazareth, where he had been 
brought up. And as was his custom, he went to the 
synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to 
read. And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given 
to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place 
where it was written,



luke 4:14–30

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

because he has anointed me

to proclaim good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the   
captives

and recovering of sight to the blind,

to set at liberty those who are oppressed,

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”



luke 4:14–30

And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the 
attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all in the 
synagogue were fixed on him. And he began to say 
to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in 
your hearing.” And all spoke well of him and 
marveled at the gracious words that were coming 
from his mouth. And they said, “Is not this Joseph’s 
son?” And he said to them, “Doubtless you will quote 
to me this proverb, ‘“Physician, heal yourself.” What 
we have heard you did at Capernaum, do here in 
your hometown as well.’”



luke 4:14–30

And he said, “Truly, I say to you, no prophet is 
acceptable in his hometown. But in truth, I tell you, 
there were many widows in Israel in the days of 
Elijah, when the heavens were shut up three years 
and six months, and a great famine came over all the 
land, and Elijah was sent to none of them but only to 
Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who was 
a widow. And there were many lepers in Israel in the 
time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was 
cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.”



luke 4:14–30
When they heard these things, all in the synagogue 
were filled with wrath. And they rose up and drove 
him out of the town and brought him to the brow of 
the hill on which their town was built, so that they 
could throw him down the cliff. But passing through 
their midst, he went away. 



you need to get this

And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to 
Galilee,

• Jesus, while fully God on Earth, willingly 
suppressed the power of His deity to operate as a 
man empowered by the Holy Spirit, in order to be a 
model of faith for us.

• John 14:10: Do you not believe that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say 
to you I do not speak on my own authority, but the 
Father who dwells in me does his works. 



you need to get this

• For me, understanding this concept was the 
difference between learning about the power of 
God and knowing the power of God.

• All it takes is belief.
• Now the belief may not come easily, but once it is 

there, it is there.

• How can you know if you have the belief?
• Try it out.



the mission of Jesus

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has 
anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has 
sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and 
recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who 
are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

Acts 10:36–38: As for the word that he sent to Israel, 
preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he 
is Lord of all), you yourselves know what happened 
throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the 
baptism that John proclaimed: how God anointed Jesus 
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went 
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed 
by the devil, for God was with him. 



is this joseph’s son?

• They are talking about him, marveling at his words 
of grace, but they stop short of acknowledging 
Him.

• “We know this young man. We know his family. No 
way this is the Messiah!”



physician heal yourself



physician heal yourself

• What the proverb can mean is “You have done it for 
other people, now do it for your own people.”

• This is why Jesus says they will tell Him to do the 
miracles there that happen in Capernaum. 

• But Jesus knows that even if He shows them the 
Kingdom of God through miracles, they will reject 
him.



physician heal yourself

• Miracles never determined whether a Jew was 
going to believe in Jesus as the Messiah or not.
• Matthew 11:21, 23: “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to 

you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works done in you 
had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have 
repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. ... And 
you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to heaven? You 
will be brought down to Hades. For if the mighty 
works done in you had been done in Sodom, it 
would have remained until this day. 

• Even when people see the power of God they will 
reject it if it does not fit their paradigm.



accept it

• The power of God goes where the power of God will 
be accepted. 
• When the nation of Israel was rejecting God, God 

went to a gentile widow and a gentile man.

• The people in Nazareth are in an uproar about what 
Jesus says. 
• When God speaks truth to you, it may make you 

angry.



become the mission

• You become the mission of Jesus when you submit 
yourself to live a life empowered by the Holy Spirit.
• 1 Corinthians 4:20: For the kingdom of God does not 

consist in talk but in power. 

• You become the mission of Jesus when you speak 
Good News to people.

• You become the mission of Jesus when you walk in 
faith.



reflection

• Have you made Jesus your Lord and submitted to 
His leading?

• How can you proclaim good news of freedom to 
others?

• Will accept the power of God when you see it?


