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he is greater

luke 8, 9, 13



luke 8:26–39

Then they sailed to the country of the Gerasenes, 
which is opposite Galilee. When Jesus had stepped 
out on land, there met him a man from the city who 
had demons. For a long time he had worn no 
clothes, and he had not lived in a house but among 
the tombs. When he saw Jesus, he cried out and fell 
down before him and said with a loud voice, “What 
have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High 
God? I beg you, do not torment me.”



luke 8:26–39
For he had commanded the unclean spirit to come 
out of the man. (For many a time it had seized him. He 
was kept under guard and bound with chains and 
shackles, but he would break the bonds and be 
driven by the demon into the desert.) Jesus then 
asked him, “What is your name?” And he said, 
“Legion,” for many demons had entered him. And 
they begged him not to command them to depart into 
the abyss. Now a large herd of pigs was feeding 
there on the hillside, and they begged him to let them 
enter these. So he gave them permission. Then the 
demons came out of the man and entered the pigs, 
and the herd rushed down the steep bank into the 
lake and drowned.



luke 8:26–39
When the herdsmen saw what had happened, they 
fled and told it in the city and in the country. Then 
people went out to see what had happened, and they 
came to Jesus and found the man from whom the 
demons had gone, sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed 
and in his right mind, and they were afraid. And those 
who had seen it told them how the demon-possessed 
man had been healed. 



luke 8:19–25
Then all the people of the surrounding country of the 
Gerasenes asked him to depart from them, for they 
were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat 
and returned. The man from whom the demons had 
gone begged that he might be with him, but Jesus 
sent him away, saying, “Return to your home, and 
declare how much God has done for you.” And he 
went away, proclaiming throughout the whole city how 
much Jesus had done for him. 



some basics

• Demon possession is not something that the Bible 
teaches.
• Possession speaks of “ownership” and no Greek 

words that mean ownership are used in any demon 
narratives.

• The correct term is demonization.

• Jesus was never surprised or caught off guard 
when He encountered a demonized person or 
when the demons knew His true nature.



some basics

• The are levels to demonization and each case is 
different.

• Demonization was not something that happened 
way back when Jesus was around but does not 
happen anymore.

• While we should not look for demons behind every 
bush, we seek to be realistic about the spiritual 
warfare that continues today.
• Not “always” or “never.”



demonization -- legion

• It is possible for one person to have multiple 
demons. 
• Legion possibly had thousands.

• Legion wanted to be nude in public.

• Showed superhuman strength.

• The demons would seclude him from society.



demonization -- legion

• Lived in the space of the dead. 
• Wanted to be around death.

• Would make unnatural sounds.

• He cut himself (Mark 5:5).
• Self-harm goes against human instinct.

• He was considered not in his “right mind.”



luke 9:37–43
On the next day, when they had come down from the 
mountain, a great crowd met him. And behold, a man from 
the crowd cried out, “Teacher, I beg you to look at my son, 
for he is my only child. And behold, a spirit seizes him, and 
he suddenly cries out. It convulses him so that he foams at 
the mouth, and shatters him, and will hardly leave him. And 
I begged your disciples to cast it out, but they could not.” 
Jesus answered, “O faithless and twisted generation, how 
long am I to be with you and bear with you? Bring your son 
here.” While he was coming, the demon threw him to the 
ground and convulsed him. But Jesus rebuked the unclean 
spirit and healed the boy, and gave him back to his father. 
And all were astonished at the majesty of God.



demonization -- boy

• The spirit came in when the boy was a young child.

• The spirit caused epilepsy in the boy.
• Convulsions, foaming at the mouth, grinding teeth.

• It makes him suddenly cry out.

• It “shatters” him. 

• The spirit was a spirit that caused muteness and 
deafness.



demonization -- boy

• The spirit tried to physically harm and even kill the 
young boy.

• The spirit sees Jesus and reacts.

• Jesus rebukes the spirit, and the boy is healed.
• Healing and casting out of demons were intertwined 

in Jesus’ ministry.
• Acts 10:38: how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth 

with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about 
doing good and healing all who were oppressed by 
the devil, for God was with him. 



luke 13:10–17
Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the 
Sabbath. And behold, there was a woman who had 
had a disabling spirit for eighteen years. She was bent 
over and could not fully straighten herself. When Jesus 
saw her, he called her over and said to her, “Woman, 
you are freed from your disability.” And he laid his 
hands on her, and immediately she was made straight, 
and she glorified God. But the ruler of the synagogue, 
indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, 
said to the people, “There are six days in which work 
ought to be done. Come on those days and be healed, 
and not on the Sabbath day.”



luke 13:10–17
Then the Lord answered him, “You hypocrites! Does 
not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his 
donkey from the manger and lead it away to water it? 
And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham 
whom Satan bound for eighteen years, be loosed from 
this bond on the Sabbath day?” As he said these 
things, all his adversaries were put to shame, and all 
the people rejoiced at all the glorious things that were 
done by him. 



demonization --woman

• There was a disabling spirit or a spirit of infirmity.

• She was affected long-term by the same physical 
infirmity.

• It affected her back.

• She was a believer in Yahweh.

• Satan had bound this woman.



the reactions -- people

• In the Gadara region they were afraid and told 
Jesus to leave.

• Those around the boy were astonished at the 
majesty of God.

• Some in the synagogue turned to religion. 

• Still, others rejoiced at the glorious things Jesus 
did.



outcome -- demonized

• The man with Legion: SET FREE.

• The young boy: SET FREE.

• The woman: SET FREE

• 1 John 4:4: Little children, you are from God and 
have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater 
than he who is in the world. 



reflection


