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luke 7:1–17

After he had finished all his sayings in the hearing of 
the people, he entered Capernaum. Now a centurion 
had a servant who was sick and at the point of 
death, who was highly valued by him. When the 
centurion heard about Jesus, he sent to him elders 
of the Jews, asking him to come and heal his 
servant. And when they came to Jesus, they pleaded 
with him earnestly, saying, “He is worthy to have you 
do this for him, for he loves our nation, and he is the 
one who built us our synagogue.”



luke 7:1–17
And Jesus went with them. When he was not far from 
the house, the centurion sent friends, saying to him, 
“Lord, do not trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to 
have you come under my roof. Therefore I did not 
presume to come to you. But say the word, and let my 
servant be healed. For I too am a man set under 
authority, with soldiers under me: and I say to one, 
‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he 
comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 
When Jesus heard these things, he marveled at him, 
and turning to the crowd that followed him, said, “I tell 
you, not even in Israel have I found such faith.” And 
when those who had been sent returned to the house, 
they found the servant well.



luke 7:1–17

Soon afterward he went to a town called Nain, and 
his disciples and a great crowd went with him. As he 
drew near to the gate of the town, behold, a man 
who had died was being carried out, the only son of 
his mother, and she was a widow, and a 
considerable crowd from the town was with her. And 
when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her 
and said to her, “Do not weep.”



luke 7:1–17

Then he came up and touched the bier, and the 
bearers stood still. And he said, “Young man, I say to 
you, arise.” And the dead man sat up and began to 
speak, and Jesus gave him to his mother. Fear 
seized them all, and they glorified God, saying, “A 
great prophet has arisen among us!” and “God has 
visited his people!” And this report about him spread 
through the whole of Judea and all the surrounding 
country. 



who is worthy?

• The Jewish elders tell Jesus, “He is worthy to have 
you do this for him...”

• The man tells Jesus, “...I am not worthy to have you 
come under my roof.”

• Are you worthy to have God move on your behalf? 



am i worthy?

• Absolutely yes!

• Because of our sin, there is nothing worthy in us for 
our salvation.
• In other words, we cannot earn salvation.
• But grace comes through a free gift of faith.

• When we are saved the Father’s view of us 
changes because of what Jesus did.
• We are now beloved sons and daughters of which it 

pleases God to show us His love.



am i worthy?

• Everything good that the Father has is open to us.
• Sometimes there are boundaries on the gift, but it does 

not mean you cannot have the gift.

Hebrews 4:14–16: Since then we have a great high priest 
who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of 
God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have 
a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been 
tempted as we are, yet without sin. Let us then with 
confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we 
may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of 
need. 



faith moves Jesus

But say the word, and let my servant be healed. For I 
too am a man set under authority,

• The centurion does not say, “I am a man with 
authority.”

• He says “I, like you, are under a higher authority.”

• The centurion is acknowledging that Jesus has 
been sent from the Father.



faith moves Jesus

• Then Jesus marveled.
• Jesus marvels when someone who should not 

believe in Him, believes more strongly than those 
who should.

• He never speaks healing over the servant, but the 
servant is healed.



compassion moves Jesus

And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on 
her and said to her, “Do not weep.”

• Jesus looks at the suffering of the woman and is 
moved by compassion.

• He knows what He is about to do and He still has 
compassion.



compassion moves Jesus

• This means two things:

• Jesus can look down right now and see where you 
are and have compassion for you.

• If we are to be fully trained and like our master (Lk. 
6:40), then we should be moved by compassion 
when we see others suffering.



compassion moves Jesus

• Jesus’s location has changed, but not His nature.

• He still has compassion on those who are suffering 
or hurting.

• 2 Corinthians 1:3–4: Blessed be the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in 
all our affliction, so that we may be able to comfort 
those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with 
which we ourselves are comforted by God. 



faith and compassion

• These two elements will cause God to move when 
we pray.

• Both of these elements fight against a religious 
spirit.
• The religious spirit of faith says that I can do it 

myself, I can save myself by doing good, and if I 
work hard enough it will happen.

• The religious spirit says they probably deserve it or 
that I am so much better because I do not have that 
sin or weakness.



be the catalyst

• If you God grows your faith and your compassion, 
they you can become the catalyst for change in the 
life of someone else.

• How do you become the catalyst?
• Ask

• Dig

• Obey

• Be the one who is used in a miracle!



reflection

• Do you need to begin to learn your own worth?

• Are you in a situation where you need to 
experience the compassion of God?

• Is there someone in your life you can be the 
catalyst for?


