


the best of 
both worlds

john 1



john 1:1–5

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things were made through 
him, and without him was not any thing made that 
was made. In him was life, and the life was the light 
of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it. 



john 1:14–18

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, 
and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son 
from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John bore 
witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of 
whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before 
me, because he was before me.’”) For from his 
fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. For 
the law was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen 
God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he 
has made him known. 



fancy words

• Incarnation: Jesus God, remaining fully God, is 
born of a virgin, enters humanity, and lives on Earth 
as fully God and fully man. 

• Hypostatic Union: The two natures of Jesus as 
being fully God and fully man are united in one 
person. 



before incarnation

• Jesus always was and was in fellowship with the 
other members of the trinity in the heavens.
• In the beginning He was God and was with God.

• He is the creator and sustainer of all things.
• John 1:3: All things were made through him, and 

without him was not any thing made that was made. 
• Colossians 1:16–17: For by him all things were 

created, in heaven and on earth, visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities—all things were created through him and 
for him. And he is before all things, and in him all 
things hold together. 



before incarnation

• Hebrews 1:3a: He is the radiance of the glory of 
God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he 
upholds the universe by the word of his power. 

• To truly understand Jesus coming to Earth, we 
need to think about what He left in heaven.



before incarnation

Isaiah 6:1–3: In the year that King Uzziah died I saw 
the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; 
and the train of his robe filled the temple. Above him 
stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he 
covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, 
and with two he flew. And one called to another and 
said: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;

the whole earth is full of his glory!” 



life on earth

• In the incarnation Jesus adds humanity to His 
Godness. 

• He empties Himself of His glory (Phil.2) and veils 
His divine nature in order to live as a human being.
• He does not lay aside His divinity, He is always fully 

God.

• From conception, the Son limited His divine life in 
such a way that he did not override the limitations 
of his human nature.



life on earth

• He does His ministry limited by His humanness but 
empowered by the Spirit.

• He only reveals His glory once, at the 
transfiguration.

• He is hungry, tired, thirsty, angry, full of sorrow, 
rejected, beaten, and ultimately executed on the 
cross.
• All because He loved His creation.



life on earth

• As the human Son of Man Jesus can empathize 
with our weaknesses and only because He is fully 
human can He die in humanity’s place.

• As the divine member of the Godhead, He alone is 
the worthy sacrifice to the Father as a ransom and 
the propitiation for the sins of the world.

• Because of His two natures Jesus, and Jesus 
alone, can restore humanity to the Father through 
salvation and thus bring us into the Kingdom of 
God.



forever

• Jesus, right now, rules from the right hand of the 
Father.
• 1 Peter 3:21b-22: through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right 
hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers 
having been subjected to him. 

• As He rules and reigns right now, He does so still 
fully God and fully man. 
• 1 Timothy 2:5: For there is one God, and there is one 

mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus, 



forever

• Jesus is the picture of our eternity with Jesus.

• We do not become Gods, but we become more 
than we are now.
• We are “glorified” believers in the presence of God.

• Jesus is the one and only union in all creation 
where heaven and earth join together...so far.



forever

• At the end of this age, the Father will once again 
reunite heaven and Earth.
• Revelation 21:10–11: And he carried me away in the 

Spirit to a great, high mountain, and showed me the 
holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from 
God, having the glory of God, its radiance like a 
most rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. 

• Revelation 22:20: He who testifies to these things 
says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, 
Lord Jesus! 



reflection

• Does Jesus leaving His heavenly throne to live on 
this Earth add more to the story of salvation?

• What does God want to do with your life that can 
have you live in anticipation for tomorrow?

• How can we faithfully anticipate the final return of
Jesus?


