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1st Corinthians 15

17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith 
is futile and you are still in your sins. 18 Then 
those also who have fallen asleep in Christ 
have perished. 19 If in Christ we have hope in 
this life only, we are of all people most to be 
pitied.

22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ 
shall all be made alive.



The Story 
Continues

John 20:19-31



John 20:19-31

19 On the evening of that day, the first day of 
the week, the doors being locked where the 
disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said to 
them, “Peace be with you.” 20 When he had 
said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. Then the disciples were glad when they 
saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, 
“Peace be with you. As the Father has sent 
me, even so I am sending you.”



John 20:19-31

22 And when he had said this, he breathed on 
them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from 
any, it is withheld.”



Jesus gives Assurance

John 20:19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the 
week, the doors being locked where the disciples were 
for fear of the Jews,4 Jesus came and stood among them 
and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 When he had 
said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then 
the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.

• Romans 8:15 So you have not received a spirit that 
makes you fearful slaves. Instead, you received God’s 
Spirit when he adopted you as his own children. Now 
we call him, “Abba, Father.

• 2 Timothy 1:7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear 
and timidity, but of power, love, and self-discipline.



Jesus gives Assurance

• Luke 24 tells us that other believers are there as 
well, not just the disciples

• This is the first meeting with the disciples after the 
resurrection(Peter saw him earlier)

• Believers are going to have a glorified body similar 
to Jesus’s

• Jesus says look at my hands and my side and the 
disciples believe

• Jesus came to reveal Himself, we don’t need self 
help or anything we just need Jesus



Jesus gives us Peace

• John 20:19b …Jesus came and stood among them 
and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 21 Jesus 
said to them again, “Peace be with you…

• The first time He says peace he is telling them to 
calm down.  I’m not a ghost

• The second time is a deeper peace, you can have 
peace with God

• The resurrected Jesus brings peace

• Jesus’s peace calms storms



Jesus gives us an Assignment

• John 20:21b …As the Father has sent me, even so I 
am sending you.”

• Jesus sends out His people the same way His 
Father sent Him with the power of the Holy Spirit

• Jesus came to rescue and restore people back to 
God.  Our assignment is to tell everyone what He 
has done



Jesus gives the Holy Spirit

• John 20:22 And when he had said this, he breathed 
on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.

• Romans 8:11 The Spirit of God, who raised Jesus 
from the dead, lives in you. And just as God raised 
Christ Jesus from the dead, he will give life to your 
mortal bodies by this same Spirit living within you.

• We need the Holy Spirit so that we can fulfil our 
assignment

• Genesis 2:7 Then the Lord God formed the man 
from the dust of the ground. He breathed the breath 
of life into the man’s nostrils, and the man became a 
living person.



Jesus gives the Holy Spirit

• Ezekiel 37:9 Then he said to me, “Speak a 
prophetic message to the winds, son of man. Speak 
a prophetic message and say, ‘This is what the 
Sovereign Lord says: Come, O breath, from the four 
winds! Breathe into these dead bodies so they may 
live again.’”

• When the Holy Spirit comes upon them it brings life 
to the mission that God has given us

• Genesis 2:7 Then the Lord God formed the man 
from the dust of the ground. He breathed the breath 
of life into the man’s nostrils, and the man became a 
living person.



Jesus gives Authority

• John 20:23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are 
forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, 
it is withheld.”

• We have the authority to announce that sins are 
forgiven for those that believe in Jesus.  

• We also have the responsibility to tell those that do 
not believe that their sins are not forgiven.



Jesus gives Authority

• Matthew 18:18 Truly, I say to you, whatever you 
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in 
heaven.

• 1st John1:9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.



John 20:19-31

24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the 
Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 
So the other disciples told him, “We have seen 
the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in 
his hands the mark of the nails, and place my 
finger into the mark of the nails, and place my 
hand into his side, I will never believe.”



John 20:19-31

26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside 
again, and Thomas was with them. Although the 
doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among 
them and said, “Peace be with you.”27 Then he 
said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my 
hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my 
side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28 Thomas 
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus 
said to him, “Have you believed because you 
have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 
seen and yet have believed.”



A few things to know about 
Thomas

• John 11:16 So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his 
fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die 
with him.”

• John 14:5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not 
know where you are going. How can we know the 
way?”

• He is known as “doubting Thomas” but maybe he 
should be known as “honest Thomas”



A few things to know about 
Thomas

• Thomas essentially says “I positively will not believe 
unless I see and touch the Lord”

• Even though Thomas has been with the disciples 
for 3 and half years he still doesn’t believe them

• Thomas’s unbelief could not rob the others of their 
peace & joy

• Jesus knows exactly what Thomas needs before he 
asks for it.  Jesus hears us

• Why does Jesus still have the marks from the cross 
on His glorified body?



A few things to know about 
Thomas

• Thomas is not a pretender

• Do you think Thomas really touched Jesus?

• Doubt is not the destination, belief is

• Thomas declared that Jesus is “My Lord and My 
God”



John 20:19-31

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the 
presence of the disciples, which are not written 
in this book; 31 but these are written so that 
you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God, and that by believing you may 
have life in his name.

• The key theme in John is that you would 
believe and that you would have life.  Don’t 
doubt what God is doing but believe



reflection

• What doors have you tried to lock God out of in your 
life?

• Don’t let doubt and/or fear control you.  Believe so 
that you may have life

• Do you need to proclaim that Jesus is your Lord 
and your God today?


